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OPINION
FREEDOM TO SPEAK
Daily copy editor, Kevin Rand, says 
despite the controversy associated 
with his U.S. visit, Iran’s president 
was rightly given an opportunity 
to express his opinions.
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SPORTS
CROSS COUNTRY 
TEAMS HEAD TO 
SOUTH BEND, IND.
The men’s and women’s cross 
country teams will be heading 
to the University of Notre Dame 
on Friday to be the fi rst Spartan 
athletes ever to compete at 
Notre Dame
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DONATE LIFE VIDEO
Students share their personal 
reasons for choosing to donate 
organs and tissue.
PREVENTION COMES 
AT A HIGH PRICE
More than 50 percent of sexually 
active young men and women 
will contract HPV. A vaccine for 
women is available at the health 
center, but costs $120 for each 
of the three shots.
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Student seeks to send policy up in smoke
Staff  Writer
By CASEY JAY
The current smoking policy at SJSU says 
that “smoking is prohibited within 15 feet of  
doorways” and that “violation of  this prohi-
bition is a misdemeanor,” according to both 
education and government codes.
Amulya Datla, a freshman English ma-
jor, said she has never heard of  this policy, 
and that it does not seem to be well-known 
around campus.
“Outside the library especially,” Datla 
said. “Whenever I sit there a lot of  smoke 
gets blown into my face.”
The policy also prohibits smoking in Spar-
tan Stadium seating, university-owned vehi-
cles and university buildings.
The present policy, adopted in 1993, was 
“very, very diffi cult to pass,” said Judith Lessow-
Hurley, chair of  SJSU’s Academic Senate.
“It affects the whole campus,” said Les-
sow-Hurley, “and we don’t really have that 
jurisdiction.”
The Academic Senate currently has no 
plans to update the campus smoking policy.
“I don’t know if  we’ll ever revisit it,” Les-
sow-Hurley said.
College campuses all over California are 
developing stricter no-smoking policies, and 
Joseph Francis, a member of  the smoke-free 
environment committee, is trying to get SJSU 
to follow suit.
“We’re trying to get a better assessment 
of  what students think of  the current policy, 
because we personally feel it’s not working,” 
said Francis, a senior marketing.
“The ultimate goal is to get SJSU smoke-
free,” Francis said.
Francis said he and the other members of  
the committee plan to meet with Associated 
Students, the Academic Senate and the SJSU 
president’s offi ce to share and recommend a 
new smoking policy.
“It will probably take a semester to get 
through to everybody, but we hope to accom-
plish a smoke-free campus at SJSU by Spring 
’08,” Francis said.
A smoke-free campus would leave the stu-
Professor 
offers 
free legal 
advice 
Staff  Writer
By EKENE IKEME
Last October, Destyny Gutierrez’s room-
mate moved out of  her apartment, but did not 
give Gutierrez a very important thing: money 
for the rent.
“I was confused,” said Gutierrez, a senior 
behavioral science and sociology major. “I 
didn’t know what to do.”
After she asked around, she found out that 
she could sue for the rent money through legal 
advice she got on campus.
Luckily for Gutierrez — with the help of  As-
sociated Students — SJSU students can receive 
free advice for any of  their legal disputes.
Jeff  Kallis, marketing professor at SJSU, of-
fers legal advice to all SJSU students for free at 
the General Services Center on the fi rst fl oor of  
the Student Union.
“I give them advice for any legal trouble 
— from a fender bender to being accused of  
rape,” Kallis said. “Most lawyers charge $250 
to $500 for their services, but this is free.”
Kallis, who is the only person at SJSU who 
gives free legal advice, said his services include 
telling students their legal options, helping them 
fi nd lawyers in the area, and, occasionally, he 
will represent them in their case.
Kallis, who has been giving legal advice at 
SJSU since 1990, understands that his services 
are important to a lot of  students.
“My view is students get themselves in a lot 
of  trouble because they are students,” Kallis 
said. “After helping students they do tend to be 
grateful for my services.”
Some who have used Kallis said he was so 
helpful that they would recommend him to 
other students.
“I would recommend any student with le-
gal trouble to talk to him,” Gutierrez said. 
SJSU students sign up to become offi cial organ donors 
Staff  Writer
By SARRAH S. NGUYEN
San Jose State Donate Life will continue 
hosting its fi rst campaign today near the Stu-
dent Union bookstore and amphitheater.
Michele Mashburn, a sociology graduate 
student said she wanted to sign up to be an 
offi cial donor because her uncle was able to 
live two years longer after he received a heart 
transplant.
“He had two years where he was much 
more active and able to enjoy life a lot more 
before the transplant,” Mashburn said.
However, he went into a chronic rejection 
of  the transplant and passed away before a 
second heart was found.
Mashburn said her family was grateful for 
the transplant.
“My aunt said they had that blessing,” 
Mashburn said, “that two year period, be-
cause somebody had been able to donate.”
Stacie Shih, a senior communications stud-
ies major and her twin sister Stephanie Shih 
started this program hoping to raise aware-
ness for organ and tissue donation among 
college students.
“I’m with California Transplant Dona-
tor Network, and, basically, we’re starting a 
campaign that will specifi cally target San Jose 
State students,” Stacie Shih said.
Aanal Shah, a graduate student of  urban 
and regional planning hopes to help people 
avoid the situation like her uncle’s.
“I don’t know what specifi cally happened 
to him, but he lost a lung,” she said,  “He 
suffered a lot because of  that, because of  not 
getting a donor.”
Some students were eager to sign up to be 
a part of  a good cause.
“Its important because a lot of  people are 
on the waiting list for a long time.” said Henley 
Shao, junior justice studies major. “And they 
still don’t fi nd a donor and they pass away.”
Some students, however, said they felt un-
easy about signing up because of  stories they’ve 
heard about organ and tissue transplant.
Maryann Cristofi , a senior management 
information systems major said the reason she 
was not interested in signing up to be an organ 
donor was because of  “the fact that there are 
some myths out there that you’re not sure of.” 
She added, “and she’s (Stacey Shih is) try-
ing to tell me ‘oh no that’s not true,’ but you 
have to research and fi gure out what really 
happens or doesn’t happen.”
Shao he hoped to lessen the wait time for 
patients on the waitlist and save lives when he 
signed up to be a bone marrow donor.
“Well I’m already a donor,” Shao said. “I 
just want to raise more awareness about giv-
ing organs and tissue. Also, I noticed a bone 
morrow booth next to it, so I wanted to be a 
bone marrow donor.”
Some SJSU students said that while 
SJSU is a diverse campus, they observe a 
lack of  integration among their peers on 
a daily basis on campus.
Che Angkham, a senior anthropology 
major and panelist at Monday evening’s 
Mosaic Cross Cultural Center event en-
titled “You’re Not _____ Enough,” where 
students discussed racial segregation and 
prejudice at SJSU, said that SJSU students 
are “diverse in terms of  numbers, but not 
in terms of  interaction.”
Another panelist, Gunjan Malekar, a 
junior public relations major, said, “I see 
this a lot as a resident adviser, especially 
with freshman.” 
Malekar described how she witnessed 
incoming freshman congregate mainly 
with their ethnic peers, rather than with 
people of  other backgrounds, when they 
fi rst arrive to the residence halls. 
“You see that kind of  segregation 
where it’s hard for them to come together 
just as residents,” she said. 
Wendy Ng, an SJSU sociology professor 
specializing in ethnic studies, said that seg-
regation as a term may need clarifi cation. 
“I think you have to be careful with 
how you use the word segregation,” she 
said. “People tend to think it is this en-
forced sort of  thing.”
Ng said the behavior of  people within 
social and ethnic groups on campus is not 
uncommon and not necessarily detrimen-
tal to the student body.
“I don’t see it as negative or posi-
tive, just sort of  neutral,” she said. “It’s 
just kind of  a fact on how we have social 
groups in a society.”
As a resident adviser, Malekar said 
that uniting new students is an important 
priority. 
“We try really hard to organize events 
and community builders where we can 
get them together as one community,” 
she said. “If  we don’t work hard enough, 
there is no way they’re going to form one 
community.”
Angkham said that student clustering 
happens naturally at SJSU and that “eth-
nic identity kind of  determines what stu-
dents can get involved with.”
Annalyn Cruz, assistant director of  
Mosaic, said that, like Ng, she doesn’t 
necessarily see anything wrong with this 
lack of  integration. 
“Sometimes it’s not necessarily segrega-
tion but a mode of  survival for students,” 
she said. “The African-American welcome 
event happened recently and it was the 
most populated and well-attended event 
out of  all three receptions SJSU did.”
Cruz continued: “I think because that 
community is so small on this campus, 
that it’s a mode of  survival for a lot of  
students to come together and to be that 
community. I don’t think that there’s any-
thing wrong with that.”
Some students said they feel excluded 
from groups because of  their race. 
Francine Monroy, a freshman nursing 
major, is multi-racial and said she feels so-
rorities rarely approach her during rush 
CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ // Special to the Daily
Panelists Shakira Khan, a senior child development major and Brian Spencer, a senior public relations major spoke about their experi-
ences overcoming stereotypes at the “You’re Not ___ Enough” seminar in the Almaden room in the Student Union on Monday.
Panel discusses ethnic diversity
Staff  Writer
By BRIANA HERNANDEZ
See BLANK, page 3
See LEGAL, page 2
See SMOKE, page 3
MICHELLE HORTON // Special to the Daily
Emily Kay (right), a freshman biology major, 
smokes with friend Alisha Reid on the side of 
the Student Union on Monday.
STUDENT LIFE
SUPERSTITIONS AND 
RITUALS
What does she do to win? SJSU’s 
men’s and women’s cross country 
teams share their most private 
pre-race rituals.
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TODAY
Socratic Cafe: Religion
On Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. come enjoy a relaxed 
discussion of  religion at the tasty Pomegranate Cafe on 
San Fernando Street. This week our guest, author Bar-
bara McGraw, will help us explore whether religious 
pluralism is good for America. For more information, 
contact caraamondr@gmail.com. 
Finding Myself  In College 
From 1:30 to 2:45 p.m. in Boccardo Business Center, 
room 204, a presentation and discussion on life transi-
tions and title story of  “Drinking Coffee Elsewhere.” 
For more information, contact anellen@sjsu.edu. 
Choosing a Major Workshop: Need “Major” Help
From 10 to 11 a.m. in the Career Center the 
“Choosing a Major Workshop” fi t for you, as well as 
methods and resources for exploring areas of  study at 
SJSU. For more information, contact the Career Cen-
ter at 924-6301. 
Sept. 27
Date Night With Alpha Omega
Join Alpha Omega for a “mini golf  and pizza” date. 
Meet at the SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry directly 
across from Campus Village at 7 p.m. The group will 
travel to Round Table Pizza, then San Jose Emerald Hills 
Golfl and course. Carpool and Pizza will be provided.
Sept. 28
Test Taking Teddy Plays To Win
From 1 to 2 p.m. in the Student Services Center, 
room 604. Do fi nals have you down? Do you know the 
best way to study for fi nals or to take those exams? No 
fear, Test Taking Teddy is here! Come play Testing 
Jeopardy with Teddy and fi nd out some hot tips that 
will be sure to help you pass those exams. For more 
information, contact Deanna Peck at 924-5910. 
Sept. 29
SJSU Food Drive
The Second Harvest Food Bank of  Santa Clara 
and San Mateo Counties will host a food and fund 
drive on Saturday during the Spartans fi rst home 
football game. Non-perishable cans and cash dona-
tions can be dropped off  at the East and West gates 
of  Spartan Stadium. The drive begins at 1 p.m. and 
ends at halftime. Enjoy the game and support your 
community.
SPARTA GUIDE
Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for 
entries is noon three working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may 
require editing of submission. Entries are printed in order in which they are received. 
Write letters to the editor and submit 
Sparta Guide information online. Visit 
our Web site at www.thespartandaily.
com. You may also submit information in 
writing to DBH 209.
“He steered me in the right direction. I walked away 
knowing what I could do and who to talk to.”
Gutierrez also said her appointment with Kallis 
went well and was convenient. 
“He was friendly and came on time,” Gutierrez 
said. “The process was also very easy.”
Sharick Gums, a sophomore at SJSU, agrees with 
Gutierrez.
“He was helpful,” Gums said. “I was able to get 
really good advice for free, and the overall process 
was extremely easy.”
The process the two students are talking about is 
the appointment-making process.
According to Vi Nguyen, the General Services Cen-
ter offi ce supervisor, students who seek Kallis’ legal ad-
vice, must fi rst come to the General Services Center 
and show their student I.D. and make a $10 deposit. 
Then they can make an appointment for a time be-
tween 3 and 4:15 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
Once the student shows up for the scheduled appoint-
ment at the General Services Center, they get their 
$10 deposit back and meet with Kallis.
Nguyen said the only promotion for this is on the As-
sociated Students Web site and on a General Services 
Center pamphlet, but Kallis believes it is not enough.
“I don’t think enough students know about this,” 
Kallis said. “More should be done. I wrote an info 
pamphlet and gave it to A.S., but they don’t use it.”
Kallis is right, some students said they do not ask 
for Kallis’ help because they did not know about what 
he does.
“I had no idea,” said Phoua Vang, a junior busi-
ness marketing major. “I think it’s good that they do 
this in case I need it in the future.”
“Do they do that for real?” asked Manuel Segura, 
a senior economics major. “I didn’t know that, and 
I needed some legal advice about a DUI that I got 
three weeks ago. Now I know I could talk to him.”
Kallis assures all of  those who ask for his help that 
all the information he learns of  is confi dential and will 
not be given out to judicial affairs or the university.
“I have a client-lawyer relationship with the people 
I help,” Kallis said. “I think students are afraid that if  
they talk to someone at the school, it will get back to 
judicial affairs and get them in more trouble.”
Kallis insists that students use his free advice be-
fore it is too late.
“Any legal trouble is always serious,” Kallis said. 
“Legal trouble is like a health problem. The longer 
you wait to get it checked out the worse off  you are.”
Continued from page 1
LEGAL // Meetings are confi dential
KHALID JIVAN // Special to the Daily
Jenifer Phang, a business graduate student, receives legal advice from Jeff Kallis on Tuesday.
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Monday Sept. 24
San Fernando and Ninth streets: Wil-
liam Patterson, 32, was arrested for an out-
standing felony warrant and misdemeanor 
warrants.
Park and Ride: A report was taken for a 
hit and run automobile accident. No injuries 
were reported.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library: A 
report was taken for vandalism.
Joe West Hall: Nathanial Miller, 18, was 
arrested for selling marijuana, possession of  
marijuana and being under the infl uence of  a 
controlled substance.
dent smoking population with a few designated areas 
to take cigarette breaks.
Laura Dominguez, a junior environmental stud-
ies major, said that “some smokers would be pissed” 
if  a smoke-free policy were adopted at SJSU.
“But the majority will benefi t from it. I’m a smoker 
but I know that would be better for everybody else, so 
I’d be okay with it,” Dominguez said.
Francis said that the smoke-free environment com-
mittee’s plan is “nothing revolutionary,” adding that 
“there are lots of  smoke-free schools already.”
Mary Sullivan, health services coordinator at De 
Anza College, a community college in Cupertino, said 
that smoking is “allowed in parking lots, but that’s it.”
De Anza adopted its smoke-free campus policy in 
Sept. 2005.
“Most students really appreciate it,” Sullivan said, add-
ing that the policy is fairly well respected by students, al-
though “there’s always a small group that’s challenging.”
To help spread awareness of  the policy, Sullivan 
said students, called the “smoke patrol,” hand out 
cards with mints to either correct improper smoking 
behavior or praise students obeying the policy.
“We give out ‘compli-mints’ to students smoking 
in the approved areas, and ‘enforce-mints’ if  some-
one is smoking on campus,” Sullivan said.
Kim Homer of  the California Youth Advocacy 
Network, an organization that helps Calif. campuses 
deal with tobacco-related issues, said she supported 
the efforts of  students and faculty at De Anza, and 
that work to improve SJSU’s smoking policy is still in 
the beginning phases.
“We help campuses identify what their needs are and 
fi gure out what their policy should be,” Homer said.
Homer said the California Youth Advocacy Net-
work provides a starting place for schools to change 
their smoking policies, but it is up to the students to 
do most of  the work on their respective campuses.
“We support our students, and they run the show,” 
Homer said.
Continued from page 1
SMOKE // New policy still in works
week because she looks different. 
“I think they look at me and think I won’t be in-
terested,” she said.
Barbara Powell, a senior health science major, had 
a similar story.
“I notice, when I walk around campus, people 
staring at me,” she said. “I say ‘hi’ to random people 
and some will be scared and walk faster past me. If  
I say ‘hi’ to someone who is a fellow black person, I 
will get a response. If  they’re not black, then I will get 
less of  a response.”
Shakira Khan, a senior child development major, 
said people on campus often ask her what ethnicity 
she is. She is also multi-racial. 
“I think they feel uncomfortable not knowing what 
I am,” she said. “They can’t deal with it.”
Ng says that segregation between groups is often 
overcome in the classroom. 
“I think that in a lot of  classes where professors 
require group projects and where the groups them-
selves are diverse and mixed, that’s very important,” 
she said. “There’s a lot of  value in learning from 
other folks that are not like you.”
When students are outside of  the classroom, Ng 
said there are measures they can take upon them-
selves to break down cultural barriers. 
“I think (students) have to make a conscious effort 
to participate in the activities and events within other 
groups,” she said. “Students themselves have to be 
aware of  the kinds of  social groups they choose to 
belong to. In the real world, you will have to work 
with people who are not like you.”
Continued from page 1
BLANK // Group work may help diversity
Students listen to the speakers at the “You’re Not ___ Enough” seminar on Monday.
CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ // Special to the Daily
Have a story 
idea?
Or something you’d 
like to see covered 
by the Spartan 
Daily? 
Contact us at 
news@thespartan-
daily.com or call 
(408) 924-3281. 
Ask for Mitchell.
UNITED NATIONS — Iran’s 
defi ant stance on its nuclear re-
search program took center stage 
at the opening of  the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly on Tuesday, with 
Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad declaring the issue 
“closed” while leaders of  France 
and Germany issued ominous 
warnings about his nation’s al-
leged weapons ambitions.
“In the last two years, abusing the 
Security Council, the arrogant pow-
ers have repeatedly accused Iran 
and even made military threats and 
imposed illegal sanctions against it,” 
Ahmadinejad said. “I offi cially an-
nounce that in our opinion the nu-
clear issue of  Iran is now closed and 
has turned into an ordinary agency 
matter” between Iran and IAEA 
monitors, he added.
The Iranian leader said the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency, the U.N. nuclear watch-
dog, “illegally” had politicized his 
nation’s nuclear program and said 
Iran will ignore demands by the 
Security Council to halt uranium 
enrichment activities.
President Bush, in earlier re-
marks to the assembly, was nearly 
silent on the topic of  Iran and ad-
opted a conciliatory tone that was 
far from his defi ant stance over 
invading Iraq fi ve years ago. He 
mentioned Iran only once, in a list 
of  “brutal regimes” that he said 
deny their people fundamental 
rights, along with Belarus, North 
Korea, and Syria.
In a day fi lled with 27 speeches, 
far more time was taken on other 
topics, including global warming, 
human rights, the situation in Su-
dan’s Darfur region and political 
dissent in Myanmar.
But the issue of  Iran book-
marked the day’s sessions.
“Let’s not fool ourselves,” Ger-
man chancellor Angela Merkel 
said in the day’s fi nal speech. “If  
Iran were to acquire the nuclear 
bomb, the consequences would be 
disastrous.”
She rejected Ahmadinejad’s 
claim that Iran’s development 
of  nuclear technology was law-
ful, transparent and now only 
the business of  the U.N.’s nuclear 
monitoring agency.
“The world does not have to 
prove to Iran that Iran is building a 
nuclear bomb. Iran has to convince 
the world that it is not striving to-
ward such a bomb,” she said.
French president Nicholas 
Sarkozy heightened the pressure 
on Iran earlier in the day, saying 
that to allow Tehran to develop 
nuclear weapons would mean an 
“unacceptable risk” for regional 
and world stability. Both said they 
would advocate fi rmer sanctions 
on Iran, despite recent hints from 
Merkel that Germany did not sup-
port more penalties.
Ahmadinejad, however, said the 
same countries that held themselves 
up as the protectors of  human rights 
and international law were the worst 
violators of  those principles. The 
Security Council member nations 
charged with preventing confl ict of-
ten were “the aggressor,” he said.
“How can the incompetent 
who cannot even manage and 
control themselves rule humanity 
and arrange its affairs? Unfortu-
nately, they have put themselves in 
the position of  God!” he said.
In a marked change from his 
original appearance before the Gen-
eral Assembly in 2002, when he 
challenged the U.N. to confront Iraq 
or stand aside, Bush focused on a call 
to uphold the promise of  the U.N.’s 
founding values and to support the 
rights of  all people to be free from 
hunger, poverty, tyranny and fear.
“Every civilized nation also has 
a responsibility to stand up for the 
people suffering under dictator-
ship,” Bush said.
He announced new sanctions 
on the military rulers in Myan-
mar, also known as Burma , where 
monks and demonstrators in re-
cent days have been marching to 
protest repression and poverty.
Times staff  writer Borzou Da-
ragahi in Beirut contributed to 
this report.
Iran president says 
nuclear issue is ‘closed’
Los Angeles Times
By MAGGIE FARLEY 
AND JAMES GERSTENZANG
INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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The vaccine given to prevent human papilloma 
virus, one of  the leading causes of  cervical cancer in 
women, can be obtained at the health center right 
on campus. But this preventative method comes at 
a cost.
Although students pay a medical fee as part of  
their tuition, not all services offered are covered in 
this cost, and HPV prevention is one of  them.
“If  condoms cost $100, people probably wouldn’t 
buy them either,” said Pamela Plasata, a freshman 
nursing major, in response to the high cost of  the 
three shots that are given to help prevent HPV.
The health center is currently charging $120 per 
shot.
Melinda Chu-Yang, Peer Health Education Coor-
dinator, said via e-mail that the shots are expensive 
because this is a new vaccine. She added that most 
health clinics charge around the same amount for the 
vaccine.
Rocio Rodriguez, a senior child development ma-
jor, said the vaccine for HPV “should be free or at 
least at a low, low cost, since they’re talking about 
how preventable it is.”
Chu-Yang said students can see if  their insurance 
company will reimburse them for the payment.
This still might discourage students from re-
ceiving the vaccine, said Plasata, because “going 
through your insurance company is irritating and 
a hassle.”
Although the medical fees that are included in 
tuition cover all primary care needs, Chu-Yang said 
that the HPV vaccine is not included in this cost.
Kristen, a Cancer Information Specialist from the 
National Cancer Information Center, who declined 
to give her last name, said the vaccine is not a cure for 
HPV. It will, she said, prevent the two types of  HPV 
that cause 70 percent of  cervical cancer, as well as the 
two types that cause 90 percent of  genital warts. 
There are no symptoms for HPV, except the pos-
sibility of  genital warts, so women should be tested 
for the disease regularly, she said.
Some women who test positive for HPV will even-
tually test negative for the disease within six to 12 
months, Kristen said. The body’s immunity system is 
able to fi ght the disease, she said, and 90 percent of  
HPV cases will be gone within two years. 
HPV may clear up on its own, she said, but it is 
still important to get the vaccine because of  the risk 
of  getting cervical cancer. More than 500,000 pre-
cancerous cell changes will be diagnosed in the U.S. 
each year, she said.
Chu-Yang said that about 20 million people are 
currently infected with HPV in the United States, 
and at least 50 percent of  men and women who are 
sexually active will get HPV.
“Students should know that HPV is very common 
and can be transmitted through sexual activity, not 
just intercourse,” Chu-Yang said.
Although both men and women can carry the dis-
ease, said the representative from the National Can-
cer Information Center, there is no way to test for 
HPV in men or to treat them for it.
There is no treatment for women either, she said, 
but the vaccine does prevent someone from getting 
the disease. This is why it is important, she added, for 
females who are not yet sexually active, or who are 
between the ages of  9 and 26, to get the vaccine. 
HPV vaccine not covered 
by student medical fees
Staff  Writer
By LEAH BIGELOW
WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court said 
Tuesday it would hear a new challenge to the way 
states carry out executions by lethal injection, possi-
bly banning the use of  outdated chemical concoctions 
that may cause dying inmates excruciating pain.
Such a ruling would not prohibit lethal injections, 
but it could force offi cials in most states to use new or 
different chemicals so inmates are not subjected to an 
“unnecessary risk of  pain and suffering.”
In December, U.S. District Judge Jeremy Fogel in San 
Jose blocked California from carrying out executions 
using the older chemical concoction on the grounds it 
would cause an unnecessary risk of  a painful death.
In July, lawyers for two Kentucky death row in-
mates appealed to the Supreme Court and cited Fo-
gel’s ruling. They urged the justices to adopt the “un-
necessary risk” rule as a constitutional standard for 
deciding what is “cruel and unusual punishment.”
In a brief  order Tuesday, the justices said they had 
voted to hear this claim early next year. The court’s 
intervention   might halt pending executions until the 
question is resolved.
When capital punishment was upheld as constitu-
tional more than 30 years ago, states relied on elec-
trocutions, the gas chamber or a fi ring squad to put 
an inmate to death. Lethal injections were introduced 
as the new and supposedly painless method of  execu-
tion in the 1980s. Today, 37 of  the 38 states with the 
death penalty have adopted this method. Nebraska 
uses electrocution.
In recent years, medical evidence has suggested 
that the commonly used, three-chemical compound 
of  sodium thiopental, pancuronium bromide and 
potassium chloride might be anything but painless. 
Some experts say that, while pancuronium bromide 
may paralyze the inmate, potassium chloride causes 
intense pain while stopping the heart. This evidence 
has been brought before judges across the country, 
prompting some to halt executions.
The Kentucky Supreme Court was unconvinced, 
however. Its judges said they did not see proof  of  a 
“substantial risk of  wanton and unnecessary pain” 
and,  based on that legal standard, it upheld the con-
tinued use of  the three-chemical concoction.
Kentucky has had only two executions in recent 
decades, although it has 41 inmates who are under a 
death sentence.
Nonetheless, David M. Barron, a public defender 
from Frankfort, Ky., wrote an appeal to the Supreme 
Court and recommended the justices set a national 
rule for deciding what constitutes “cruel and unusual 
punishment” in evaluating a method of  execution.
The state’s lawyers replied the two inmates were 
good candidates for the death penalty. In 1992, Ralph 
Baze shot and killed two county sheriffs who had 
come to arrest him on a felony warrant from Ohio. 
The other inmate, Thomas Bowling, shot and killed 
a mother and father in 1990 after his car had crashed 
into theirs.
“This is not a case for the U.S. Supreme Court to 
tell the states how to carry out an execution or what 
chemicals to use,” Barron said Tuesday. “Rather it is for 
the justices to articulate the proper legal standard and 
whether what is being done complies with that.” If  it 
doesn’t, how to fi x it would be left to the states, he said.
Barron said there is ample evidence that other 
chemicals would be safer than the current trio.
University of  Richmond law professor Carl Tobias 
said a key issue is looming well before the court hears 
the case: what will happen with executions scheduled 
before the court rules.
“I assume most states will await the Supreme 
Court ruling, but there may be pressure not to wait,” 
Tobias said.
Tyler Alper, associate director of  the death pen-
alty clinic at the University of  California, Berkeley’s 
Boalt Hall School of  Law, who maintains the Web 
site lethalinjection.org, said he expected the court’s 
ruling to affect every pending lethal injection chal-
lenge but certainly would not lead to the abolition of  
lethal injection.
He emphasized that in recent years stays of  ex-
ecution stemming from lethal injection challenges 
had been granted in some cases and denied in oth-
ers “with no meaningful difference between the sub-
stance of  the cases.”
“I think it has fi nally sunk in that there are arbitrary 
differences between how these cases are being treated 
in the lower courts,” and that there is a need for a uni-
form standard on what constitutes cruel and unusual 
punishment in these circumstances, Alper said.
Savage reported from Washington and Weinstein 
from Los Angeles.
Los Angeles Times
By DAVID G. SAVAGE AND HENRY WEINSTEIN
Court to hear lethal 
injection challenge JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia — Col-
lege dropout Abdullah al-Alwani 
wanted to stand out among his 
friends, but he couldn’t afford a 
splashy car or brand-name clothes. 
Bored by a lack of  things to do in 
this conservative kingdom, he de-
cided to make his mark by spray-
painting X 5, his chosen nickname, 
hundreds of  times across the city.
Mohamed Jamal Abo-Umara, 
the newly appointed offi cial in 
charge of  Jiddah’s beautifi cation, 
spent months on al-Alwani’s trail. 
He alerted the police, told local 
newspapers he was looking for X 
5 and offered a $1,300 reward to 
anyone who could lead him to the 
city’s most prolifi c graffi ti artist.
In May, a journalist offered to in-
troduce the two men to each other on 
the condition that vandalism charges 
be waived, and both agreed.
But the June encounter, widely 
covered by the local media be-
cause of  X 5’s notoriety, ended 
up addressing not just the graffi ti 
problem but also what had fueled 
it — a host of  frustrations faced by 
al-Alwani’s generation.
Since then, al-Alwani and his 
graffi ti buddies have appeared 
smiling and apologetic in dozens 
of  magazine, newspaper and tele-
vision interviews, focusing a rare 
spotlight on Saudi youth.
Like many of  his generation, al-
Alwani, a slight 20-year-old with an 
Afro tinted volcano red, is buffeted 
between the Western culture piped 
into his life via satellite television and 
the Internet and the strict religious 
culture prevalent around him.
“I want graffi ti walls like they 
have in the West. We need soc-
cer fi elds and basketball courts in 
every neighborhood,” said al-Al-
wani, who prefers low-riding jeans 
to the traditional white robe com-
monly worn here. “And I want to 
dress the way I want without peo-
ple making fun of  me.”
Saudi Arabia, an absolute monar-
chy and one of  the world’s most so-
cially repressive societies, also has one 
of  the world’s youngest populations, 
with more than 50 percent of  its 22 
million citizens younger than 21.
A strict form of  Islam imple-
mented by powerful clerics forces 
stores to close during the fi ve daily 
prayers and forbids unrelated men 
and women to mingle in public. 
The result is that cinemas and the-
aters are banned, public schools 
are segregated beginning in fi rst 
grade, women are not allowed to 
drive, and single men without fe-
male family members cannot en-
ter most shopping malls.
Abo-Umara, the municipality of-
fi cial and a father of  four, was criti-
cized by colleagues for turning al-Al-
wani into a local celebrity instead of  
making an example out of  him for 
vandals who have cost the city close 
to $1 million in graffi ti cleanup.
But Abo-Umara, 45, said young 
men like al-Alwani should not be held 
accountable until offi cials are sure 
they’ve done right by local youth.
“What have we done for young 
people? Have we asked them what 
they need or want?” said Abo-
Umara, wearing a fl owing white 
head scarf  and long robe. “Until I 
talk to them and fi nd out why they 
are scribbling all over Jiddah and do 
my part in offering them the servic-
es we’re supposed to provide, then I 
can’t punish or criticize them.”
True to his word, Abo-Umara 
held a two-day workshop called 
“What Do Youth Want From Jid-
dah?” in July, shortly after his meet-
ing with Al-Alwani. More than 200 
young men and women attended, 
on separate days, and their list of  
demands included cinemas, public 
libraries, and music and art centers.
The young women asked for 
private beaches for women and 
girls, for at least widows and di-
vorced women to be permitted 
to drive, and for boys who harass 
them to be fi ned.
Both groups requested sports 
facilities, of  which there are very 
few in Saudi Arabia.
Abo-Umara was able to imple-
ment one demand immediately: 
walls dedicated to graffi ti.
At the palm-tree-lined Faisal 
bin Fahd walkway, women in black 
cloaks, black head scarves and 
running shoes walk determinedly, 
as men in shorts and T-shirts jog 
past. On a grassy embankment in 
the middle, more than 40 graffi ti 
canvases have been set up.
On a recent day, young men 
on their knees mixed paint and 
drew. On one canvas, a dejected 
face had been drawn between the 
words “No Girls” and “Why?”
Another canvas depicted a group 
of  young men behind cage bars, 
looking out at a mall-lined street.
“Young men are oppressed 
here,” said Mohammad Qarni, 
20, sitting on a bench painted with 
swear words. “We don’t have any-
thing to do in our spare time, and 
we’re not even allowed into malls. 
That’s why I started spray-paint-
ing. As a protest.”
Qarni said he stopped only af-
ter he narrowly escaped arrest and 
al-Alwani persuaded him to accept 
the city’s amnesty offer.
Young Saudis fi nd outlet in graffi ti
Washington Post
By FAIZA SALEH AMBAH
FAIZA SALEH AMBAH //  Washington Post
“I want graffi ti walls like they have in 
the West,” said Abdullah al-Alwani, 
20, who lives in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia. 
“We need soccer fi elds and basket-
ball courts in every neighborhood. 
And I want to dress the way I want 
without people making fun of me.” 
NATIONAL NEWS INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Whether it’s a lucky rabbit’s foot 
or a traditional team cheer, athletes 
are known to be very superstitious 
in their fi eld of  sport. 
Sometimes they believe that doing 
a certain routine will help them on the 
fi eld. Others hold onto a tradition be-
cause it’s been around for some time. 
Unlike many sports teams, the 
SJSU men’s cross country team 
does not have a long-time tradition. 
Other than a cheer before a race, 
there isn’t one ritual that the team 
sticks to. 
Team captain Gordie Throne 
said the runners usually have a 
pre-game huddle before each 
race, but that’s the only thing 
they do together. The team 
does, however, do a lot of  ac-
tivities together after meets.
“We watch football and 
UFC fi ghts,” said Throne, 
an undeclared junior. “We 
also go to Wingstop. We eat 
there a lot. We do a lot of  
things together because we get 
along.”
The camaraderie among the 
team is really deep, Throne said, 
which has helped the runners stay 
close to each other. 
Senior Chris Hart, a member 
of  the cross country team, said the 
team plans fun things to do right 
after practice.
“We sometimes plan a practice in 
Santa Cruz,” said Hart, a senior jus-
tice studies major. “We just go there 
and go to the beach afterwards, just 
so everyone can hang out.”
The closeness of  the team was 
strengthened when sophomore 
runner David Haefele promised to 
cut his shoulder-length hair. 
“They bugged me about it (last 
year),” said Haefele. “I told them 
next season I’ll cut it all off.” 
The rest of  the teammates decid-
ed to follow Haefele by shaving their 
heads, too.
“It was something different, but 
it brought the whole team togeth-
er,” Haefele said.
Te a m m a t e Luke Galvan, 
an undeclared freshman, said the 
runners have decided to keep their 
heads shaved throughout the sea-
son.
Similar to the men’s team, the 
women’s team does not have any 
team traditions, but a couple fresh-
men runners have personal rituals 
they practice to feel comfortable 
before each race. 
Freshman Lauren Dubay said 
she hasn’t noticed any team rituals, 
but she does have a superstition of  
her own.
“Right before the gunshot, I pull 
my toes, pull my (shoe) tongue and 
pick a wedgie,” said Dubay, who is 
undeclared. “I have to do it or else 
I feel weird.”
Dubay isn’t sure when the su-
perstition started for her, but said 
she has to always do it right before 
the race.
Her teammate, Jessica Gonza-
les, relies on her lucky socks be-
fore each race.
“I have a pair of  lucky 
socks I wear every race,” 
said Gonzales, who is un-
declared. “I would put 
them on fi ve minutes 
before the race.”
After each race, Gon-
zales said she immediate-
ly washes her socks and 
folds them a certain way.
She said she started this 
superstition in junior high when 
she received the socks as a gift. 
“My mom gave them to me as 
a gift,” Gonzales said. “They’re 
black socks with fl ames on them. 
I’ve been lucky with them.”
Gonzales said she is a very su-
perstitious person, and she has 
hopes to possibly get the team to 
do a ritual before matches. 
“I’m trying to get them to do a 
cheer,” she said. “That hasn’t hap-
pened yet.”
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Some SJSU cross country athletes let 
their superstitions go to their heads
Staff  Writer
By SAMUEL LAM
O V E R H E A R D                                        O N  C A M P U S“Things were a lot different when we were Homo sapiens.”INSIDE A CLASSROOM AT SWEENEY HALL
rituals • rituals•rituals•r
itu
als
•
SJSU cross country runner Jessica Gonzales has relied on a variety of superstitions, from lucky socks to eating pasta and 
potatoes during her running career.
DANIEL SATO // SPECIAL TO THE DAILY
Have an interesting ritual? Call the Spartan Daily at 924-3281
You don’t need to be a head 
coach, a la Lane Kiffi n or Mike No-
lan, to have your own football team 
these days. For years now, Spartans 
have been taking their love for the 
sport online to head their own 
team, fantasy football style.
This year, a few weeks into the 
fantasy football season, some SJSU 
students are already strategizing on 
how to make the playoffs.
Eerin Williams, a junior fi lm 
major, said he follows ESPN and 
checks yahoo.com for recommen-
dations to help him pick his lineup 
each week. As a second-year fanta-
sy footballer, he said he often looks 
to a team’s past record to predict 
future performance.
“Baltimore’s defense did pretty 
well last year, so I’m hoping they’ll 
keep it up,” he said.
Williams, who works at the 
Sports Club on campus, said he 
and his coworkers have their own 
fantasy league. 
“I’m also in a league with my 
family,” he said.
Fellow Sports Club employee, 
Kenny Cumming, a junior kinesi-
ology major, said he had a special 
strategy for success.
“At the beginning of  the season, 
I pick up a lot of  running backs and 
trade them later on,” said Cumming, 
who has played fantasy football for 
the past three years. “I sometimes 
take Yahoo!’s advice, too.”
Jamie Roberts, a senior sociol-
ogy major, said that he’ll only use 
Yahoo!’s advice as a “last resort.”
“I look at who their opponents 
will be,” he said, and “I go with 
what I feel.”
“My favorite is Brian West-
brook,” Roberts said. 
Westbrook, a running back for 
the Philadelphia Eagles, had the 
best fantasy output of  the season so 
far on Sunday, according to a re-
port by Yahoo! Sports expert Andy 
Behrens.
Sophomore bioscience major 
Kevin Starks said he also relies on 
his own instinct to pick players.
“Right now I like Steve Smith,” 
he said, referring to a wide receiver 
for the Carolina Panthers.
Cumming said die-hard football 
fans sometimes face a confl ict when 
players from their fantasy team go 
up against their favorite real-world 
team.
“I love the Lions,” he said. “If  
I have players on the other team, 
I have to hope that they’ll do well, 
but that the Lions will still win.” 
Starks, who said he likes the 
Chargers, agreed.
“Yeah, I just have to root for 
both,” he said.
Eight women and seven men from SJSU’s 
cross country team will battle the Notre Dame 
Fighting Irish and other teams from across the 
country at the 52nd annual Notre Dame Invita-
tional on Friday.
The SJSU women’s team placed sixth out of  
24 teams, while its male counterparts placed 
20th out of  25 teams at last year’s Invitational, 
according to the University of  Notre Dame’s 
athletic Web site.
While this is the Spartans’ second invitation in 
a row, head coach Augie Argabright said the cross 
country team is the fi rst SJSU athletic team to ever 
compete at the home of  the Fighting Irish.
“It kind of  feels like we’re groundbreakers,” said 
men’s captain Gordie Throne, who will compete 
at the Stanford Cross Country Invitational on Sat-
urday.
According to a press release, among the 54 uni-
versities represented at the Notre Dame Invitation-
al are six nationally ranked men’s teams and nine 
nationally ranked women’s teams. The men’s and 
women’s teams are divided into either blue or gold 
divisions.
“It makes us feel really good to be invited to such 
a huge meet,” said Erica Sahli, co-captain of  the 
women’s team.
According to a press release, the Notre Dame 
Invitational in South Bend, Ind. is one of  the oldest 
and largest cross country meets for college athletics 
in the United States.
Former Notre Dame coach Alex Wilson found-
ed the competition in 1956.
“It’s a really great experience because we get to 
travel halfway across the country,” said women’s 
co-captain Marlene Elizalde, who placed 35th out 
of  188 runners at last years Invitational.
Sahli said this invitational will take place on a 
shorter, fl atter course than the Sept. 22 competi-
tion at Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif. 
Friday’s races will be held at the nine-hole Notre 
Dame Golf  Course on campus.
Senior Samuel Wambugu said this meet is good 
preparation for the Western Athletic Conference. 
Wambugu placed 69th out of  205 runners at last 
year’s Invitational.
He and senior Chris Hart are the keys to the 
team’s success and need to be in front of  the pack 
early on, said Jeff  Argabright, the men’s cross coun-
try coach.
“They need to have the best races of  their lives,” 
Jeff  Argabright said.
He said it is an honor to compete at one of  the 
“most esteemed” universities in the nation.
“In the future, I hope other teams can compete 
there,” said Argabright about future Spartan cross 
country teams.
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EMPLOYMENT
EASTER SEALS seeks Lifeguards, Instructional 
Lifeguards & Aquatic Specialists, part or full time in 
San Jose (Bascom & Moorpark). Flex hours/ days, 
Mon-Sat. Call Tiago@408 295-0228. Send resume 
to jobs@esba.org or fax to 408 275-9858. $11-
$13+/ hour DOE. 
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party rental business. Perfect 
for students. Earn up to $250 every weekend. Must 
have reliable truck or van. Heavy lifting is required. 
408 292-7876 
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently 
hiring for P/ T positions. We offer a great working 
environment with day & evening shifts for resposi-
ble & energetic people. Apply in person 2:30 to 4:00 
Mon-Wed. We are located in San Pedro Square 
ATTENTION SJSU STUDENTS **
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE -appt.
Vector, the company for students, has part-time 
openings available for customer sales/ service. The 
positions offer numerous unique benefits for stu-
dents:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEX SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Earn income & gain experience! Watch for us on-
campus throughout the semester or 
CALL 866-1100 9am-5pm. 
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu 
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS EARN up to $150 
per day. Under cover Shoppers needed to judge 
retail and dining establishments. Exp. not req’d. 
Call 800-722-4791 
SWIM TEACHERS FT/PT
Love kids and like to swim?? Experience with chil-
dren a must! We will train qualified individuals for 
our year round swim school. Day, evening and 
weekend positions available. Email resume to 
sdavis@avac.us
REC LEADERS, INSTRUCTORS, Program Facili-
tators
P/ T positions available for elementary school 
hours, after school hours or evening hours for 
middle & HS programs. Degree not required. Need 
car & have experience working with youth. 
VM (408)287-4170 x 408. EOE/ AAE 
ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are you 
looking for part-time/ full-time work to help you get 
through the school semester? Well, look no further. 
Corinthian Parking Services is looking for valet 
parking attendants for our local shopping malls, ho-
tels and private events. We will work around your 
school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
• Must have a valid California Class C license
• Must provide a current DMV printout
• MUST be responsible, well-groomed and punc-
tual.
• MUST HAVE EXCELLENT CUSTOMER SER-
VICE SKILLS.
If you qualify, please call Kyle at 408-981-5894 or 
Rick at 408-593-9612 for an interview.   
(408)593-4332
AFTER SCHOOL TEACHERS
JrK-4th grade school seeks responsible individuals 
for extended daycare. P/T in the afternoon M-F. No 
ECE units are required. Previous experience with 
children preferred. Please contact Stephanie at 
248-2464 or fax resume to 248-7433.
BABYSITTER NEEDED for a 1 year old. 5-10 hours 
per week. $10 per hour. Call Mark or Mary for inter-
view (408)358-8625 
WANTED TUTOR/BIG BROTHER for a male 20 yrs 
old Down Syndrome in all academic areas. Perfer 
Sp. Ed or Eng/Speech major. Hourly rate $15-$20. 
Flexible 5 hrs/wk. Call Robert after 5 pm wkdays. 
(408)578-4105
FOR RENT
SPACIOUS JR. 1BR FROM $1025 1058 N 4th St. 
Secured & private entry, Quiet building, lg. eat in 
kitchen, tall ceilings, onsite laundry facility, plenty 
of parking, newly renovated interiors! Two blocks to 
Lt. Rail & Japan Town Call Zane 408.509.1750 or 
354.8910 (408)295-4700 
FOR SALE
SUSTAINABILITY WEEK EVERY
WEEK
Come to the Pagesincolor Fair Trade Crafts table 
outside the Student Union on Mondays from 10AM-
3PM, beginning 9/17/07. Or visit the retail store at 
888 E Santa Clara St, SJ in the Kinh Doanh Tax 
building @ 19th St. (408)924-0846
SERVICES
SMILE CHOICE DENTAL PLAN (includes cosmet-
ic) $71.75 per year. Save 30%-60%. For info call 
1-800-655-3225 or www.studentdental.com 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL REPAIR Laptop & 
Parts, Repair PC, Data Recovery, Remove Virus 
Pop Up $49 (408)469-5999 
     
     
     
     
STATICS TUTOR ON-LINE Email your questions to 
StaticsTutor@comcast.net and receive a response 
usually by next day. Tutor provides spot explana-
tions & tips, but will not do your problem sets.
A $50 subscription payment begins one continuous 
week of access. Re-subscribe additional week/s 
only as you need it. All Billing and Payments are 
done through PayPal. 
OPPORTUNITIES
RETIRE AT 35?
If you are like most gen Y’s you don’t want to wait 
until you’re 65 to retire. If you are looking for a way 
to have time and financial freedom take a look at 
this.
www.livelifewithoutlimits.net
Then this.
www.universalpartnersgroup.com/ opportunity
(928)830-2248
MOVIE EXTRAS New opportunities for upcoming 
productions. All looks needed, no experience re-
quired for cast calls. Call 877-218-6224 
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Men’s and women’s teams 
will be the first Spartans 
to compete at Notre Dame
Cross country teams 
prepare for invitational
A student‘s guide to running a 
top fl ight fantasy football team
A WRITER’S GUIDE TO 
STARTING A FANTASY 
FOOTBALL TEAM:
To manage a fantasy football 
team a person must join up with a 
group of  people called a “league,” 
and pick an online service (an infor-
mal survey showed Yahoo! Fantasy 
Sports was the most popular with 
students) to help them keep score. 
A draft determines who gets which 
players, according to how they’re 
ranked by the service, or in the or-
der that the team managers rank 
them themselves. 
Depending on the league, a team 
manager gets 17 players that in-
clude the positions of  quarterback, 
running back, wide receiver, tight 
end, kicker, and defense. For each 
week, the manager picks a “lineup” 
of  the players he or she thinks will 
score the most points. Points can be 
scored by making touchdowns, run-
ning yards, blocking points by the 
other team or other ways depend-
ing on the settings in your league. 
Each week a manager’s team 
plays against another fantasy foot-
ball team in their league to com-
pete for points. In between weekly 
games managers can trade players 
with other members of  their league 
or pick up “free agents” that aren’t 
currently on a fantasy team.
Since each fantasy team has 
17 players, but only eight spots 
in a lineup, team managers have 
to make a weekly decision which 
players they think will have a good 
week. Once a game starts they are 
forbidden from moving a player in 
that game to or from their lineups. 
Points scored by players on a man-
ager’s “bench” don’t count, so it’s 
important to pick the best lineup.
- Nicole Lieurance
“At the beginning of 
the season, I pick up 
a lot of running
backs and trade 
them later on.”
KENNY CUMMING
Junior, kinesiology
SJSU students share their advice 
on building a winning franchise
PHOTO COURTESY OF MEN’S COACH JEFF ARGABRIGHT
Senior Erica Sahli fi nished ninth at the Pepperdine 
Invitational. Her 6,000 meter time was 21:05.
Surreal.
This was the scene at Colum-
bia University in Manhattan on 
Monday.
As if  a hologram of  the man 
who is often said to be one of  the 
most dangerous in the world was in 
the auditorium.
Only it wasn’t a hologram. It 
really was Iranian President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad, unshaken, 
despite the scathing preamble Co-
lumbia University President Lee 
Bollinger spoke toward him before 
the Middle East leader approached 
the podium.
Dressed in a grey suit jacket and 
a tie-less collared shirt, Ahmadine-
jad may as well have come from a 
sales offi ce, appearing nothing like 
the more sharply adorned leaders 
of  the Western world.
But he is accused of  being an 
anti-Semite, a murderer of  people 
who pose a threat to his politics. A 
holocaust denier and a torturer.
Who is this man?
To most of  us, he is the subject 
of  front-page stories in the New 
York Times or on CNN.com.
And he is now also accused of  
fi ghting against the U.S. by proxy 
with Iranian support of  insurgents 
in Iraq.
For all intents and purposes, he 
is the enemy. 
But on Monday, he was given a 
voice. He spoke candidly and un-
nerved, adhering to his own agenda 
in the face of  railroading questions 
from the speech moderator.
Perhaps it is an American cus-
tom to demand “yes’s” and “no’s” 
when asking questions, so Ahma-
dinejad continued on his tangents.
Even if  those were not unfair 
expectations, he admonished the 
moderator for telling him how he 
should answer questions.
He was incorrigible and un-
ashamed of  it.
And the audience, who bought-
out the ticket offi ce 90 minutes af-
ter the auditorium seats were put 
up for sale, laughed and applauded 
in varying displays of  approval and 
disapproval.
This is freedom of  speech. As vile, 
as disturbing — even as hateful — as 
his words were, he spoke freely.
And we listened.
To those who say some do not 
deserve a voice in such a forum, you 
might be right. But it should not be 
about what somebody deserves.
The speech was not a billboard, 
placed in the unavoidable path of  
the public eye. He spoke and peo-
ple sat, listened and tuned in.
Yes, every major media outlet 
reported on Ahmadinejad’s ap-
pearance, but simply knowing 
about it was as far as the public was 
forced to go.
This is the marketplace of  ideas 
clumsily at work, where right-
mindedness is supposed to prevail 
and where unadulterated discourse 
should lead to truth.
The judgments about what 
speech is irrational, what words are 
wise, are decisions left for the mar-
ket, the people.
So if  someone decides to stand 
in front of  a microphone and say, 
“In Iran we don’t have homosexu-
als like in your country,” he has that 
right, as we have the right to boo or 
hiss or laugh or applaud.
Do you think that if  these words 
were spoken in our country, every 
day, in front of  an immense audi-
ence, people would continue to just 
listen?
Probably not, or perhaps only 
those with no fear of  being outcasts 
would stand pat. But this is how the 
marketplace of  ideas should be.
No matter how uncomfortable 
words make people feel, this is ex-
actly how it should be in order for 
public discourse to produce tan-
gible results.
We could have simply been star-
struck by the Iranian President. It 
was his fi rst major, notable appear-
ance in the U.S., after all. Regard-
less, it was a bold gesture on the 
part of  Columbia University, what-
ever its agenda may have been.
It could have been a publicity 
stunt in disguise, but it was a dar-
ing, if  not courageous, decision.
If  we are to assume that what 
someone has to say should not be 
spoken, even once, then how far 
have we come since the Constitu-
tion was fi rst amended?
If  our president can speak to us, 
so should his opponents. Even his 
enemies. 
The hopeful privilege of  Amer-
ica is the privilege to think, act and 
speak freely.
We are not perfect, nor is our 
country. We are socialized and 
commoditized. We must adhere or 
fi nd somewhere else to live. 
Our aim, however, is right: free-
dom. Freedom of  ideas and speech 
are essential components of  a 
healthy society. 
And if  these are American ide-
als, America should share them.
We must not forget this, even 
if  it means stomaching the foulest 
political rhetoric, the most scathing 
racial remarks or the worst of  mis-
guided principles.
If  people want to say something, 
they can, and they should.
And if  you don’t want to listen, 
you shouldn’t.
Kevin Rand is a Spartan 
Daily copy editor. “From the 
Hip” appears every Wednes-
day.
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Comments from 
our readers
Quote of the day
“I believe that the vision 
of two states, side by side 
in peace, is achievable. 
And we want to help you 
realize that goal.”
Let the cream rise 
and the rest will perish 
I could circle the garage for an hour or I can Park and Ride
The air isn’t the only thing polluted
I hold 
these truths 
to be self-evi-
dent: That all 
Californians 
should own 
Birkenstocks 
and hemp 
ponchos to 
defend against the manifest destiny of  our 
current administration.
And by Birkenstocks, I mean common 
sense. And by wool ponchos, I mean wool 
ponchos because it gets cold in Washington 
D.C. around this time of  year.
And by manifest destiny I don’t mean the his-
torical expansion to the West, but rather, the stead-
fast and gradually increasing manner in which the 
Bush administration avoids green issues.
On Monday, Rep. Henry Waxman (D-
Los Angeles), chair of  the House Oversight 
Committee, released a series of  e-mails sent 
within the Department of  Transportation.
The correspondence began at the behest 
of  Mary Peters, U.S. secretary of  transpor-
tation. She ordered her staff  to lobby Con-
gress and state governors in an effort to block 
— cough cough — California’s current petition 
migrating through the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, a petition that calls for more 
stringent emission guidelines for the state.
It’s a move by the Humvee-driving Gov-
ernator to regulate tailpipe emissions in an 
effort to combat the excessive release of  
greenhouse gasses.
In one of  the e-mails published by the 
San Jose Mercury News on Tuesday, Jeff  
Shane, undersecretary for policy, relayed 
Peters’ message.
“(Peters) asked that we develop some 
ideas a.s.a.p. about facilitating a pushback 
from governors (esp. D’s) and others op-
posed to piecemeal regulations of  emissions 
as per CA’s waiver petition,” Shane wrote.
But this is where it gets interesting: The 
White House knew about her efforts and 
did absolutely nothing to stop them.
It took the chair of  the House Oversight 
Committee to step in and publicize the e-
mails to shed light on such a grievous ad-
ministrative error.
The Mercury News quoted Waxman 
as saying, “The administration is trying to 
stack the deck against California’s efforts to 
regulate greenhouse gas emissions from mo-
tor vehicles.”
Breathe for a second — if  the smog isn’t 
too heavy today — and think.
Take a moment to fathom what possible 
line of  reasoning could drive an offi cial to 
say, “More clean air? I can’t stand for that!”
Waxman went on to say that political consid-
erations will inform any decisions on the matter, 
as opposed to the “merits of  the issue.”
Peters, while not breaking any laws or 
anti-lobbying regulations, did throw the 
Bush administration under the bus with a 
severe lack of  tact.
There will always be shoulda, coulda, 
wouldas in politics — thank you hindsight 
— but the fact remains, Peters’ actions re-
fl ect the agenda of  a lame-duck administra-
tion that has done nothing the past seven 
years except count the number of  dead 
Americans in the Middle East.
She said in a statement of  defense that 
her actions are consistent with her “long-
held position on the issue.”
A position that just so happens to align 
with the interest of  major automakers 
around the country.
Some of  which just so happen to be deal-
ing with the largest autoworker strike since 
the ’70s.
I can understand her argument based 
upon fundamental political systems, but 
what understanding or respect has this ad-
ministration given to fundamental democ-
racy — i.e. has anybody found out why we 
are at war?
Furthermore, with a nationally moni-
tored regulatory system in place, corporate 
automakers can make do with uniform 
changes to their processes.
Whereas if  California, in the name of  
healthy lungs, increases it’s regulations, 
companies such as Ford Motor Corp. and 
General Motors would need to follow said 
regulations in only our lovely state.
The problems that would no doubt arise 
from state-to-state edicts are negligible at 
this point. The real problem is California is 
establishing itself  at the forefront of  a battle 
fi nally arriving on Capitol Hill, only to have 
the door slammed in its face.
It’s about time environmental issues hit the 
national stage, but it’s a disgrace that the Bush 
administration is kicking the door closed.
I realize I’m being harsh, but if  I have to 
read about another American mother asking 
why her son died, or about a man who never 
put a cigarette to his lips contracting lung can-
cer, I’m going to head for the hills — that is if  I 
can fi nd them under that blanket of  smog.
Kris Anderson is the Spartan Daily 
sports editor. “The Return of  Mojo” 
appears every other week. 
With a stu-
dent population 
of  about 32,000 
and merely 
5,500 parking 
spots on campus 
available to fi ght 
for, it’s no won-
der that parking 
can be, and probably will remain a b----.
I still remember my fi rst horrifi c experience 
on my fi rst day at SJSU.
Like everyone else, I bought the S permit 
unaware of  the gamble I was taking.
When I fi nally found a spot on the fourth 
fl oor of  the 10th Street garage, I signaled and 
waited patiently as the person backed out of  
the spot.
Then, as I prepared to turn into my claimed 
spot, a white Acura pulled in before me while 
my signal was still on.
Well, since I’m not a big fan of  gambling 
or looking for parking the way the driver of  
the Acura did, I couldn’t join them so I left the 
garage.
Frustrated and pissed off, I ventured toward 
the Spartan Stadium and used the Park and 
Ride lot across from it.
John Riley, one of  the drivers for the Park 
and Ride shuttles said there is a daily rotation 
of  fi ve to six buses. 
This consists of  three long route shuttles 
that go around the perimeter of  campus and 
two short route shuttles that only go to Duncan 
Hall and the parking lot.
Since Riley only drives in the afternoons, he 
is unsure of  the increase in students who use 
Park and Ride.
Since SJSU is going to continue accepting 
more students, and those students are prob-
ably going to drive to class, it would be a wise 
choice to look for alternatives to avoid situa-
tions like this.
I found a satisfying alternative after my 
maddening experience with parking garages 
my fi rst semester at SJSU.
Why pay almost $200 for a lottery in park-
ing when you can just pay half  of  that for Park 
and Ride?
OK, so the park and ride lot is a mile from 
the school and your car has to sit out in the sun 
while you’re in class.
But I see no sense in spending an extra $96 
for an S permit to have to come to school an 
hour early and pray for parking so that I can 
get to class on time.
When instead, I can save that money, come 
at the same time and know I will be getting to 
class on time, if  not get there early.
Some students who pay for regular parking 
fi nd themselves being directed to the Park and 
Ride lot at the beginning of  every semester.
David Vu, a senior business management 
major, said that Park and Ride saves more 
money, but he still prefers to park in the ga-
rages.
“I still feel more secure with my car being in 
the garages,” Vu said. “I like the shade in the 
garages, and it takes less time getting from my 
car and back.”
For the students who just have to park in 
the garages so that they don’t have to take 
the shuttle, there is one alternative: get here 
early.
Students like Michelle Wood, a senior phi-
losophy major, comes in the early afternoon, 
when looking for parking can be diffi cult.
It takes Wood about 35 minutes every day 
to fi nd a spot in the Fourth Street garage.
She has to come an hour early to get to class 
on time.
Wood said the reason she hasn’t thought of  
alternatives to avoid the garage is because she 
has work after school. “I really can’t. It’d take 
too long,” Wood said about avoiding her daily 
search for parking in the garages.
The popularity of  Park and Ride has been 
growing since I started coming to school every 
day around 10 a.m. I’ve noticed the sea of  S 
permits in the park and ride lot.
Dan Nguyen, a senior kinesiology major, 
has given up looking for parking at the ga-
rages and goes straight to Park and Ride, even 
though the sticker on his car window is an S 
permit.
“Maybe next year I’ll get the Park and Ride 
permit,” Nguyen said. “It’s not so bad. Ride 
on the bus; you get to see nice people.”
Guest columns appear Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. 
Student permit academic year:
Student permit one semester:
Student permit 1-day a week:
Student permit 2-days a week:
Park and Ride permit semester:
Campus Village permit academic:
Campus Village permit semester: 
Cost of  SJSU parking permits
KEVIN RAND
From the Hip
Californians should know some politicians are putting money fi rst, instead of our health
Staff  Writer
By SARRAH S. NGUYEN
Breathe for a second 
— if the smog isn’t too 
heavy today — and 
think. 
KRIS ANDERSON
The Return of  the Mojo
valid mid-August - June
does not include winter session
valid on one specifi c day
valid on two specifi c days
valid Monday - Thursday; permit 
will work in any parking garage 
Friday - Sunday
mid-August - June, includes 
winter session
does not include winter session
$384
$192
$85
$152
$96
$542
$271
PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH 
To Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and Prime Min-
ister Salam Fayyad. Bush said this at the United Nations General 
Assembly on Tuesday. 
(About Mitchell Alan Parker’s Sept. 25 
column, “3,798 dead.”) 
Nice column. It’s time we start pay-
ing more attention to our scarred, dis-
fi gured and disabled soldiers and their 
families. In a war that lacks a sense of  
urgency and personal sacrifi ce on the 
homefront (i.e., a draft) do the parents 
of  wounded soldiers think their sons 
and daughters made the best choice? 
By the way, how did you get a hold 
of  the soldier from Ohio? Is there a 
community of  soldiers sharing their 
stories on myspace? That would be 
interesting to know. Especially given 
the apparently highly restricted media 
access to the real action.
-Tony Burchyns 
Bring back our troops safely
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